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sengers however appeared from the King, protesting in
his name against all farther proceedings, and appealing
to the Pope. The orders to the Legate were express to
admit no appeal. On the seventh night of the council
was pronounced the interdict with all its appalling
circumstances. At midnight, each priest holding a
torch, were chanted the Miserere and the prayers for
the -dead, the last prayers which were to be uttered by
the clergy of France during the interdict The cross
on which the Saviour hung was veiled with black crape;
the reliques replaced within the tombs; the Host was
consumed. The Cardinal in his mourning stole of
violet pronounced the territories of the King of France
under the ban. All religious offices from that time
ceased; there was no access to heaven by prayer or
offering. The sobs of the aged, of the women and
children, alone broke the silence. The interdict was
pronounced at Dijon; some short delay was allowed
before it was publicly promulgated in the presence of
the clergy at Vienne. So for the injustice of the king
towards his queen the whole kingdom of France, thou-
sands of immortal souls were cut oif from those mean?
of grace, which if not absolutely necessary (the scanty
mercy of the Church allowed the baptism of infants,
the extreme unction to the dying), were so powerfully
conducive to eternal salvation. An interdict was not
like a war, in which the subjects suffer for the iniquities,
perhaps the crimes, of their kings. These are his acts
as a monarch, representing at least in theory the national
will. The interdict was for the sin of the man, the
private individual sin. For that sin a whole nation at
least thought itself in danger of eternal damnation.

" 0 how horrible, how pitiable a spectacle it was (so
xvrites one who had seen and shuddered at the workings